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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 307463 
ORIGIN E A- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI SNM-05 ISO-00 ONY-00 /0I8R 

DRAETED BY EA/TIMBS:DLEIELD:EVC 
APPROVED BY EA/TIMBS:DPSULLIVAN 
S/NM:RMGIBSON (SUBS) 

016675 27I625Z/44 

R271546Z DEC 77 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY RANGOON 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 307463 

STADIS////////////////////////// 

EA AND S/NM ONLY 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PCAT, BM 

SUBJECT: BURMA ARMY PURCHASE OE 57MM RECOILLESS RIELES 

REF: A) RANGOON 3983; B) STATE 298384; C) DAO RANGOON 
I70610Z DEC 77; D) DAO RANGOON 4I0020Z DEC 77; 

E) DAO RANGOON 020950Z DEC 77 

1. AS INDICATED REETEL (B) SALE OE RECOILLESS RIELES TO 
BURMA ARMY HAS LONG BEEN APPROVED. 

2. DEEENSE HAS BEEN WORKING ON RESPONSE TO DAO RANGOON 
QUERIES ON THE SUBJECT, BUT HAS INEORMED US THAT RESPONSE 
HAS BEEN DELAYED AS NEW QUESTIONS HERE BEEN RAISED 
REFTELS (C-E). DEADLINE HAS IN EFEECT ALREADY BEEN 
EXTENDED, AND WE EXPECT THAT BURMESE WILL BE PLEASED WITH 
INEORMATION BEING DEVELOPED. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 307463 

3. DEPT EULLY APPRECIATES THE SIGNIFICANCE TO THE BURMA 
ARMY OE THIS TYPE OE EQUIPMENT EOR USE IN VARIOUS COMBAT 
OPERATIONS, INCLUDING ANTI-NARCOTICS ACTIVITIES. 

POST SHOULD BE AWARE, HOWEVER, THAT REPEATED ASSOCIATION 
OE BURMA ARMY GENERAL MILITARY EQUIPMENT NEEDS (PARTICU- 
LARLY WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION) WITH ANTI-NARCOTICS ACTIVI- 
TIES COULD GIVE ERRONEOUS IMPRESSION TO SOME OBSERVERS 
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THAT EQUIPMENT PROVIDED UNDER OUR INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS 
CONTROL PROGRAM IS INDIRECT MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
TO BURMA ARMY. WE EULLY UNDERSTAND THE SITUATION IN 
BURMA, AND WOULD APPRECIATE IE EMBASSY COULD AVOID SUCH 
LINKAGES IN EUTURE MESSAGES. VANCE 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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